THE   AGA   KHAN
Aga Khan is no longer a mystery to the
Western world, although a great deal of mis-
understanding still exists in respect to his unique
position in the world of Islam. To that purely
mythical being, the " average " man, he is a person
rich beyond the dreams of avarice, who is singularly
fortunate on the Turf. In the view of the same
unlikely being he has a weakness for Europe, and all
that Europe can offer, and the ties that bind him
to the East and to the great religious foundation of
which he is the undisputed head appear to be remark-
ably elastic. This same person seeks an analogy,
and for the want of something better places him on
the same plane as the Archbishop of Canterbury, or
the Pope. Having thus erroneously " placed " him
to his own satisfaction, he is then apt to become
somewhat critical and to ask, " If this man is a
great religious leader, why is he not among those
whom he leads ?"
A very pertinent question this, because though it
is one built upon false premises, it is one that is
very frequently put.
The very unique position occupied by His High-
ness the Aga Khan has no counterpart in the West.
There is nothing that is comparable. He is a spiritual
Lord without temporal being. He is a man without